CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

great religions of the world have under-
gone. Religious founders have succeeded in
rousing the sense of true religion in the
human heart. Religious systems result
from the interaction of this impulse with
pre-existing capacities for civilisation. The
highest attainments of human life are
dependent upon circumstances of time and
place, and environment often exerts a more
powerful influence than creative power.
The teaching of Jesus was almost over-
powered by the Graeco-Oriental culture of
later Hellenism. Dissensions persist even
now because millions of people are unable
to distinguish pure religion from the forms
of expression belonging to an extinct
civilisation. Islam went through a similar
course of development and assumed the
spiritual panoply which was ready to hand.
Here, as elsewhere, this defence was a
necessity during the period of struggle,
but became a crushing burden during the
peace which followed victory, for the reason
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